Hodbarrow - Natterjack Mitigation, RSPB
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Hibernaculum Enhancement

Sandy banks have the potential to provide excellent hibernacula, but the condition of these is
currently unsuitable for Natterjack Toads due to succession and the presence of coarse
vegetation and scrub.

Prioritise shallow scraping to remove coarse and woody vegetation from the areas shown in the
map under Hibernaculum enhancement

There is potential to use sandy material from reprofiling banks to reduce the depth of some of
the pools within the scrub corridor (Figure 2 and 11). Surface material should be scared and
piled on the edge of retained scrub habitats. Subsurface material can then be used to partly
infill the ponds to reduce the depth.

A 30m buffer zone will be applied around the Scheduled Ancient Monument (Hodbarrow
Beacon) and shallow turf stripping will only be undertaken on the NE and SE facing slopes of the
mound.

Artificial Hibernaculum




1-LOCATION TO BE AGREED (SITE VISIT REQUIRED)
See attached description of Hibernaculum

The map below shows an area where a Natterjack Toad corridor has been created by
scrub removal. The area now consists of a wetland / grassland mosaic with disturbed
ground and pioneer plant species. Itis likely that a 2m x 1m artificial hibernaculum
could be created within this area, a site visit has occurred as of the 07/10/2026 where
general locations were discussed with the thought that exact locations can be
confirmed during the work. Additional scrub removal will be required so that the
hibernacula does not compromise recently restored open ground habitat. The yellow
hatched area has been selected for hibernacula restoration by turf stripping as set out
above.
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Fencing



Fencing of Red Clay pond (See map for location) with spec like the above although
scope is available to make it less intrusive to the eye i.e. wire and post. Aim not to allow
dogs to access the pools. Length and exact location to be decided on the ground during
visit. This will need to be sited close to the current desire line to minimise damage to

species-rich grassland / dune slack-type edge habitats.



